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Chances and perspectives 
The MA programme in Anthropology is a prerequisite for the 
PhD, and also prepares students for a number of professio-
nal areas such as:
 Research and teaching at universities and other scholarly  

 institutions
 International development
 Peace and confl ict research
 Youth and adult education
 Culture management
 Cultural mediation, e.g. working with migrants and refu- 

 gees and in the health care system 
 Inter-cultural education
 International organizations
 Media and publishing
 Museums and exhibition activities
 Public relations, advertising, tourism
 Organization and market research

Heidelberg University, a Centre of Excellence 
The Ruprecht Karls University of Heidelberg is not only the 
oldest German,but also a leading international university. It 
has been offi cially recognized as one of eleven universities 
of 'excellence' in Germany by the German Research Coun-
cil and the German Council of Science and Humanities, and 
is ranked among the top ten universities in Europe by the 
Third European Report on Science & Technology Indicators. 
The university offers a broad range of disciplines and has 
numerous international partners. It is also part of the Metro-
politan area of „Rhine-Neckar“, with other universities nearby 
(for example the University of Mannheim), and is situated in 
one of the most culturally interesting regions of Germany.

Admission
Admission to the Master‘s Programme requires the following:
 A BA degree (or another equivalent university degree) with 

at least 70 credit points in Anthropology (approximately 
50% of the degree), or a degree in a program comparable 
in topics and theoretical orientation 

 A minimum score of 2.5 in the German system – roughly 
equivalent to a „B“ average.

 Profi ciency in the English language and knowledge of one 
more modern foreign language.

 No tution fees, but administrative costs per semester ap-
prox. 140 €.

 
Application 
 Start: October and April 
 International students must apply through the Internatio-
nal Relations Offi ce. The closing date for the application 
is June 15 for enrolment in October, and November 15 for 
enrolment in April. Further details and information about 
international applications can only be given by the Interna-
tional Relations Offi ce.

 German students can enroll directly (without prior applica-
tion) till one week before classes at the Central University 
Administration. However, they need to contact the program 
mecordinator who needs to certify that the admission re-
quirements are met. 

Contact
Dr. Sina Emde
Institute of Anthropology
Albert-Ueberle-Straße 3-5
69120 Heidelberg
Germany
Phone: +49 (0) 6221 - 54 34 41  
Mail: master@eth.uni-heidelberg.de
www.eth.uni-heidelberg.de

  More Information:
  www.eth.uni-heidelberg.de/studium/master_en.html

  More Information:
  
  More Information:

  
  More Information:

  



M 1
Theories and Methods of Cultural  and Social Anthropology

2 courses (12 CP)

M 6
Master-Colloquium

(4 CP)

M 7
Oral Exam

(6 CP)

M 5
Interdisciplinary Module

(Courses in neighbouring disciplines, foreign language classes)
3 courses (18 CP)

M 8
Master thesis

(30 CP)

M 3
Cultural, Social and 

Epistemological 
Theories

M 2
Focus Areas of 
Anthropology in 

Heidelberg

M 4
Laboratory 

(project seminars, 
individual research 

projects)

5 courses from at least 
2 modules of M 2-4 (30CP)

General Information
The consecutive Master‘s Programme in Anthropology provi-
des the opportunity to specialise in a variety of thematic and 
regional areas. This programme is characterised by a combi-
nation of theoretical research with practice-oriented approa-
ches. The MA is open to international students. Language of 
instruction is English but a few non-compulsory courses are 
also offered in German.

  

Focus
The focus of the Master‘s Programme in Anthropology is 
cultural difference and practice in local and global contexts. 
Our aim is to provide students with an anthropologically in-
formed description and understanding of commonalities and 
differences of human ways of life and thinking. This includes 
in particular the ability to critically question seemingly uni-
versal models of thought, value orientations, and practices. 
Throughout the course, students are provided with a compre-
hensive grounding in classical as well as contemporary de-
bates in social and cultural anthropology and are introduced 
to the distinctive research methods of the discipline. Thus, 
our Master‘s Programme deepens regional, theoretical, and 
methodological knowledge, and enables students to pursue 
anthropological academic work and problem-solving on their 
own.

Course of Studies and Contents

  Module 1: Advanced discussion of anthropological theo-
ries and methodologies. 

  Module 2 and 3: Specialisation in one or more theoretical 
areas, and/or a geographical region. 

  Module 4: Development and implementation of individual 
research projects, including an advanced discussion of re-
search methods.

  Module 5: Possibilities to acquire interdisciplinary compe-
tence and excellent opportunities for learning foreign lan-
guages (European and Non-European).

Anthropology in Heidelberg
Anthropology at Heidelberg University is located at three 
institutes and thus offers a wide range of possibilities: The 
Institute of Anthropology, the Department of Anthropology at 
the South Asia Institute, and the Chair of Visual and Media 
Anthropology at the Karl Jaspers Centre for Advanced Trans-
cultural Studies. While the Institute of Anthropology focuses 
on Southeast Asia and Oceania, the South Asia Institute with 
its eight departments offers a comprehensive curriculum on 
the cultures, histories, literature, politics and economy of the 
South Asian region. In addition the Karl Jaspers Centre, with 
its focus on transcultural studies, offers students avenues for 
comparison with East Asia and access to current, innovati-
ve, and internationally linked research. Students of the MA in 
Anthropoloogy can also take courses offered by the program-
mes 'Master of Health and Society in South Asia' located at 
the South Asia Institute and the 'Master of Transcultural Stu-
dies' offered by the Karl Jaspers Centre for Advanced Trans-
cultural Studies.

Regional and Theoretical Foci
Anthropology in Heidelberg offers a wide spectrum of the-
oretical fi elds with the core areas Ritual and Performance, 
Medical Anthropology, Media Anthropology, Political Ecolo-
gy (environment) and Nature-Culture relations. Furhter foci 
are Intercultural Ethics, Migration and Urban Anthropology, 
Transcultural Studies, Social Structures, Gender, and the An-
thropology of Aging. Regional specializations include South 
Asia, South East Asia and Oceania. There exist numerous 
possibilities to learn other European and Non-European 
languages. The Institute of Anthropology offers introductory 
courses in Thai, Bahasa Indonesia and Tok Pisin while the 
South Asia Institute offers numerous South Asian languages.


